Phosphorus Phootprint

Phosphorus (P) is the nutrient that in excess threatens the health of our beautiful Lake Pend Oreille.  It feeds invasive plants, clouds water clarity, and robs oxygen from fish.  You may be unknowingly adding excess phosphorus to the lake.  What is your Phosphorus Phootprint?  Find out by taking this short quiz, and learn how you can minimize your Phootprint.  A Clean Lake Begins at Your Doorstep.

SCORE

(a) 0 points

(b) 2 points

(c) 5 points 

(d) 8 points

(e) 10 points

From week of July 6, 2009

1) If you’re on a septic system, how far is your drain field from surface water? 
(a) More than 300 feet


     

(b) 250 to 300 feet      





(c) 100 to 250 feet 


      

(d) 50 to 100 feet


      

(e) Less than 50 feet or don’t know     


2) How often have you had your septic tank inspected? 
(a) Every 2 years     



(b) Every 3 to 6 years



(c) Every 6 to 8 years      


(d) Every 8 to 10 years         

(e) 10 years or more 




3) How often do you use a garbage disposal? 
(a) Never       (b) Rarely      
(c) Once a week      (d) 2-4 times/week                 (e) Daily   

4) How much Phosphorus is contained in dishwasher detergents and other cleaning products you buy and use? 

(a) None 
(b) 1% or less

(c) 2 to 4%
   (d) 4 to 8%            (e) 8% or more   

From week of July 13, 2009
5) What is the width of the vegetative buffer between your home and the closest water body?  

(a) Over 60 ft.    
(b) 30 to 60 ft.  
  (c) 15 to 30 ft.     
(d) 5 to 15 ft.            (e) 0 to 5 ft.
     

6) What type of vegetation is between your home and the closest water body?

(a) Undisturbed native vegetation

(b) Planted trees and shrubs   

(c) Planted trees, shrubs, and grass

(d) Only grass

(e) Rip Rap or no vegetation

7) If you have bare soil, a garden, or a construction project on your lot, how close is it to surface water? 

(a) No bare soil
    (b) Over 100 feet       (c) 40 to 100 feet    (d) 20 to 40 feet     (e) Less than 20 ft  

From week of July 20, 2009

8) How many times/year do you fertilize your lawn and/or garden?  

(a) Never      (b) Once (based on soil test)       (c) Once     (d) Twice     (e) More Than Twice


9) What kinds of fertilizers do you use?

(a) None











(b) Organic waste composted on site and spread over garden or lawn




(c) Organic or synthetic fertilizers (based on soil test)               




(d) Organic fertilizers









(e) Synthetic fertilizers








10) How do you dispose of lawn clippings and yard waste? 

(a) Remove from property to a compost site further away from water



(b) Compost and use on site upland from water
                     




(c) Scatter or mulch on your property without considering distance from water
 

(d) Pile on your lot without considering distance from water




(e) Pile near water only









From week of 7/27/2009

11) When using motorized boats, what is your average speed when less than 200 feet from shore?

(a) 5 mph or less    (b) 5 to 10 mph      (c) 10 to 15 mph 
   (d) 15 to 20 mph       (e) Over 20 mph

12) How do you dispose of human waste when boating?

(a) No MSD (Marine Sanitation Device) on board/go to shore facilities



(b) Type III MSD taken to a pump-out station


(c) Type I or II MSD taken to a pump out station


(d) Type I or II MSD that is discharged to water


(e) Don’t know






13) How often do you check the Y valve for leaks and perform routine maintenance on your MSD in season?

(a) Twice a month    

(b) Once a month    

(c) Once a season    

(d) Once every 2 seasons      

(e) Never/Don’t Know

14) How regularly do you clean your boat to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species?

(a) After every use




(b) Once every 2-5 uses    

     

(c) Once every 6-10 uses     



(d) Once at the end of the season


(e) Never/don’t know




From week of 8/3/2009

15) What percentage of your property is made up of impervious surfaces, such as rooftops, patios, and other paved surfaces?  

(a) Less than 10%.      (b) 10 to 20%        (c) 20 to 30%       (d) 30 to 40%        (e) More than 40%
16) Have you done any ground-disturbing construction near a lake, stream, river, slough or wetland recently?  

(a) No








(b) No over 300 feet with sediment control



(c) No over 300 feet without sediment control



(d) Yes within 300 feet with sediment control



(e) Yes within 300 feet without sediment control



17) If you have bare soil, a garden, or a construction project on your lot, how close is it to surface water? 

(a) No bare soil
    (b) Over 100 feet     (c) 40 to 100 feet    (d) 20 to 40 feet    (e) Less than 20 feet  

18) Where do you dispose of hazardous materials?

(a) At a hazardous transfer facility



(b) In the garbage





(c) Down a drain in your house



(d) Dispersed on your lot



(e) Down a storm drain



From week of 8/10/2009

19) When you burn on or near the shore, how close is your fire to the high water mark? 

(a) No burn pile  

(b) Greater than 60 feet    

(c) 20 to 60 feet    

(d) Less than 20 feet    

(e) Below the high water mark

20) Which response best describes the conditions where you burn?

(a) No burn pile







(b) Lined or contained behind healthy vegetation



(c) Unlined or uncontained behind healthy vegetation


(d) Lined or contained burn pit close to shore



(e) Unlined or uncontained close to shore



21) What is the width of the vegetative buffer between your home and the closest water body?  

(a) Over 60 feet        (b) 30 to 60 feet  
  (c) 15 to 30 feet     
(d) 5 to 15 feet       (e) 0 to 5 feet
     

22) What do you do with any ash that is near the shore? 

(a) No ash near the shore






(b) Compost site farther away from water




(c) Scatter or mulch on your property away from water



(d) Pile on your lot without considering distance from water


(e) Leave the ash near the shore






From week of 8/17/2009


If you have livestock, such as cattle, horses, etc.:

23) What do you do with livestock waste? 

Pile and cover it more than 100 feet from surface water  


a

Pile and don’t cover it more than 100 feet from surface water

b

Pile and cover it less than 100 feet from surface water  


c

Pile and don’t cover it less than 100 feet from surface water  

d

Leave it on the ground unpiled





e 

24) What is your livestock’s proximity to surface water?

More than 100 feet
60 to 100 feet
20 to 60 feet
5 to 20 feet
Less than 5 feet

a


        b

       c

   d

       e

25) Do you add any of the following to livestock grazing areas?

Apply nothing





a

Compost





b

Organic/synthetic fertilizers (based on soil test)

c

Organic fertilizers




d

Synthetic fertilizers 




e

26) How often do you move your livestock between grazing areas?

4 times per year

a

3 times per year

b

2 times per year

c

Once a year

d

Graze in one area
e

From the week of 8/24/09

27) If you’re on a septic system, how far is your drain field from surface water? 
(a) More than 300 feet


     

(b) 250 to 300 feet      





(c) 100 to 250 feet 


      

(d) 50 to 100 feet


      

(e) Less than 50 feet or don’t know     

28) How often have you had your septic tank inspected? 
(a) Every year     



(b) Every 2 to 5 years



(c) Every 5 to 8 years      


(d) Every 8 to 10 years         

(e) 10 years or more 




29) How often do you use a garbage disposal? 
(a) Never       (b) Rarely      
(c) Once a week      (d) 2-4 times/week                 (e) Daily   

30) If you have a septic drain field and get drinking water from a well, what is the distance between the two?

(a) More than 200 feet


      (b) 150 to 200 feet      





(c) 100 to 150 feet 


      

(d) 50 to 100 feet


      

(e) Less than 50 feet or don’t know     

SCORE

(a) 0 points

(b) 2 points

(c) 5 points 

(d) 8 points

(e) 10 points

TOTAL SCORE – How big is your impact?


0-75 points

76-150 points           151-225 points
         226-300 points

Tip Toe

Flip Flop        Phat Foot
         Sasquatch
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